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It’s an exciting time for UK community energy

The conference explored the lutest chullenyes und developments for community energy in the UK, which has
been moving ut u fust puce since the launch of the first community energy strategy in Junuary 2014. In particular
it hoped to explore how locul authorities cun support community enerygy, the benefits on both sides und how
together they deliver on the full potential of community eneryy.

This short report, written by Oxford City Council on behdailf of the OxFutures partnership, captures some of the
highlights of the progrumme and the notes tuken in the ufternoon workshop. It dims to provide d reminder of
key insights and the examples that were shared on the day. Unfortunately it ish't possible to provide u complete
account of dll the views expressed, but where possible we have consulted with the speukers und discussion
leuders in drafting the text to make it us relevant and useful us we cun.,

We hope you enjoyed the duy us much us we did und we look forward to hedring of your community energy

success stories ut future events.
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Department

of Energy &
Climate Change

Secretary of State for Energy and Climate Change

“It's un exciting time for community energy in the UK and the Government wants

to help communities und locul authorities provide afforduble, low-carbon enerygy sources in
their ureus. The Powering Up conference yives communities the opportunity to share knowledge
ubout how they cun work fogether to see more eneryy projects yet off the yround und, in the process, provide
jobs und reduce bills for locul people.”

Co-Founder of Futerra

"We're ut un umuzing und historicdl tipping point in the way our eneryy is yeneruted und
owhed. The potentidl for unleushing eneryy independence, enhuncing enerygy security und
fransforminyg eneryy sustuinability is incredibly exciting.”
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OXFORD
CITY
COUNCIL

Leader Oxford City Council f
:

“The Powering Up conference wus d thrilling opportunity to exchange experiences

between community energy groups und to highlight the enormous opportunities which are
how within our grasp to transform the UK energy market and deliver a sustainable future for our
community and our economy. | congratulate the organising teum and the attendees for the outstunding guality
und scope of the presentutions und the discussion sessions.”

OXFORDSHIRE
COUNTY COUNCIL

Oxfordshire County Council Cabinet Member for Environment

*I wus delighted to uttend the conference, seeing the different upplicutions und the benefits
of locul authorities und local communities working together. The work was truly inspiring and |
welcome the fact that diternative energy supply is beiny treuted with such importunce, suving
money und credting jobs.”




A Community Energy Revolution?

Rebecca Willis charged the atmosphere with her
provocative analysis of whether we meet the conditions
for a proper community energy revolution. Here is a
summary of her argument...

BURNING
UESTION

Vanguard

One yudlificution for a revolution is the presence of u vanguard. We have that
not only in Brixton and Oxford (biy cities with the bolshy students!) but dlso in
leafy Bath and Dumfries and Galloway. And it’s spreading! With mentoring
schemes experienced community enerygy groups cun help the hew ones.

Infiltrating the establishment

With the UK’s first commMmunity energy strategy published in Janhuary 2014 and
a Community Energy Unit set up at the Department for Energy and Climate

Chunge there can be ho yuestion that this condition is met. Proposdils for "i & th ere
new Models ure how emerying from the working groups set up us purt of that
strateyy — for example on shared ownership requirements that developers
offer u stuke to the locul community. There ure chunges in locul government anyone here
too with purtherships with community groups bused around hew ways of 3
delivering locul eneryy. from Tunbrldge
)}
Wells? ... that's
Out with the old ,
when we’ll
Rebeccu proposed thaut our revolution is u bit on the uiet side. We know )
whut we want, but could be more explicit ubout whut we don’t want,
hat t, but could b licit ubout what we don't want know we’ve
Revolution Meuns chunges to business models und to the way our reguluted
eneryy system looks und feels in order to have u new murket structure. It’s 90t a pl‘Oper
dlso hot just ubout doing More good stuff but dlso doiny less of the things V/
we don't wunt, For exumple there are links being mude between divestent Vang“afd
away from fossil fuels und opportunities to invest in community eneryy. For
locul authorities this is un opportunity to divest on the one hand, und to muke
investments that keep Money circulating in the locul economy on the other,
Whut are the sociul und economic chunges we wunt to see? Community ”Can the Big‘
eneryy offers u rudicully different set of energy behaviours. It could leud to
u locul energy ecosystem that covers supply, demund reduction, carbon 6 be brought
literacy und the motivation to change. The difficulty is in hot knowing what ° °
the model is u priori: it heeds yovernment und locul government to support into the mix,
innovutive mModels without beiny prescriptive. °
change their
Are we nearly there yet? business
Rebeccu chullenhyed the conference to consider whether we wunted to
have our cuke and eut it? Are we looking for the benefits of community mOdel and.' be
energy without being willing to do the hard job of chullenging the stutus part of it?”

yuo? She culled for us to demand chunges. For example: fo yet comfortable

with chdllenging the existing bius in relafion to yrid connections und be

explicit about demunding discretion for Ofgem to prefer community groups;

to chdllenhye biy investors such as the Green Investhent Bank to consider

community projects; und the issue of the Financiul Conduct Authority “ . .
clumping dowh on co-ops nof selling eneryy fo their members when the “.unflnlshed

barrier is regulution. .
revolutions
So we aren’t there yet but it is un interesting transition point for community
eneryy. There ure hew models und “cunning pluns” emeryging to uddress the are dangerﬂus
burriers — we just need to see it through. ° ”
things.



Community Energy Strategy and beyond

With the working groups of the community energy strategy about to publish their
findings and recommendations, here’s what our panellist had to say on the current
challenges for community energy:

Hydro Working Group

o Only 1% of hydro capacity is community energy: there are still barriers.

¢ Landlords including locul authorities cun help by working constructively.

¢ Implementing community schemes takes around four years with three “df risk’.

o Support is needed for eurly stuge finunce o help projects become bunkable,

o FITs thut fuvour community schemes ure dlso importunt: muny schemes huve
been in development lony before FITs, but now fuce deyressions.

e Help to ruise funding for public yood services (uku “fish puss”) would reduce u i
burrier. )

o A positive nationdl framework to support and favour community schemes is
heeded.

-

Barbara Hammond

Grid Connections Working Group

e The group’s report mude 27 specific recommendations.

e Muny cun be delivered within the current regulutory framework for the
distribution hetwork operators (DNO).

¢ The recommenddations related to: engugement between the DNOs und
community groups; the responsiveness of the DNOs to community energy
needs und the cost of connection.

e |n order to discriminate in fuvour of community eneryy in relution to grid
conhnect, a wider public policy steer is heeded. This heeds to enuble Ofgem to
sutisfy itself regurding benefits und uny disudvantuges to consumers.

e Further engugement is through the distributed generators and smart grids
forum.

Sarah Harrison

Planning Working Group

e The plunning system is critical to tfransforming society, but we heed to transform
the planning process for community eneryy.

e [t needs yood plunninyg policy und improved skills to respond to this exciting
ugendu,

¢ \We should combine eneryy und sputidl planning.

e Poor pructice includes charging community groups for pre-upplicution
cohsultation and hot including meuninyful policy on community eneryy in local
plans.,

e The policy framework hus hooks that could be used more effectively.

Hugh Ellis

Finance Working Group

e A cleur investment reudiness programme is heeded for community energy
including accrediting the udvice regarding legal and governance issues

e Ensuring finunciul support cun be used o puy for leyul audvice.

e Development risk cupitul needs to be flexible to meet the needs of yroups.

¢ Proactive und bespoke guidance is heeded oh state did.

e Self-policing of shure issue practice in this sector is recommended to ensure
investors ure protected und uvoid heuvy regulation.

e Murket for project debt needs to be developed through Government supfport.

Rachel Coxcoon




Inspiration from around the UK

This session featured the Pecha Kucha style: 20 slides, 20
seconds each to highlight the achievements and insights
from their case studies. Congratulations to all our speakers
for meeting this challenge (some have even said they would
do it again!) - here’s a reminder of who was speaking and
some of those insights.

Rey Plutt, representing the Institute for Public Policy Research, set the scene: we
should welcome hew technoloyies, but they aren’t so yood for the existing biy
compunies. So we heed to change the system to work for us ahd communities
are essential to this chunyge becuuse they ure trusted.

Successful shure offers have beenh mude by Bath and West Community Energy
who have rdised hedarly £5m for local energy projects with expected returns of
7%. The group work closely with Bath and North Edast Somerset Council and have
signed u co-operdation ugreement to did this. Plymouth Energy Community dlso raised £600k this year in their first
share offer.

Despite this the Buth group reported beiny ut the beyinning of u journey which demonstrates the learning
curve involved und the heed to share knowledge and leurn from the pioheers. Tanya Nash from Swanseu
described their uims to help deprived ureus through u politicully-driven top-down programme supported by the
dppointment of u cubinet member for sustuinability within the council.

Experience from Plymouth on locul authority and community group partherships is that they are long term,
projects cun be delivered faster and at lower cost and that it is a funtustic way for locul authorities to engage with
their communities. In the Plymouth model the locul authority carried out the ground work for Plymouth Energy
and then transferred ownership to the community.

There is u role for locul uuthorities, und other bodies, to help find funding to help estublish community groups.
This wus the cuse for Carmarthen Energy Lid who benefited from u multi-augency grant pot und dre delivering
wind und schools’ solur pv projects. It wus importunt here however that groups gyet themselves going before
upprouching the locul authority. While this uppedurs to contradict the Plymouth experience, in fact it probably
exposes the fuct thut there is u difference if the driving force lies in the locul government or in the community.
Where resources are constrained or dependent on volunteers, it’s important fo focus on achievable projects with
u credible meuns of delivery.

Fuel poverty is dlso a significunt issue und key driver. This is especidilly frue in Dumfries and Galloway where the
rate is as high as 37% so enguying communities to help those people is u mdajor opportunity. Chris Wood-Gee told
us ubout their work to support communities to develop sustuinuble enerygy uction pluns und suid that we will only
deliver if we work together. This wus a messuye reiterated by Agumemnon Otero from Repowering London. He
went on to emphusise the role of individuauls in making things happen und the importunce of people over clever
financiul enygineering: there is no luck of money, there is u luck of will.

Investhent in individuuls us well us commMmunities waus ulso reflected in insights from Bristol. Kute Watson suid that
groups heed to find d local authority champion who can inform, train and enhcourage others. At Bristol they
are supporting their communities by launching an areu-bused initiative 1o promote the Green Dedl in which
community groups receive u referrul fee.




Jodie Giles, Reyen SW

It goes without suying that dll communities are different so when
community groups come to engagement they need tools, methods
and messuyes that work for their locul audience. For example the
best engugement in urbun Lumbeth will be very different from rural
villuges like Churlbury. So how do you draw people in?

Sustuinable Churlbury estublished a mandute for their work viu a
door-to-door survey with 25% return and 76% support — but this was
labour infensive. Stimulate debate by making energy more visible: a
summer fete with peddal powered films, d solar stage or uhplugged
events. Low Curbon Chilterns worked with community buildings,
scout or fuith groups who, once persuuded of the benefits of

saving enerygy, were dble to spreud the message through their own
networks. Find those inspiring und creutive individuuls fo leud their
community to uction.

There ure dlso tools out there for credutive engugement, for exumple:
Ketso.com. Regen huve just launched u new project to develop
credutive engyuyement fools und truining, they will dlso be offering
free tdilored engugement und technical support to 30 community
eneryy groups. Contuct Jodie jyiles@regensw.co.uk fo join Regen’s
network and reyister your interest in this Esmée Fuirbairn Foundation
funded project.

Understand your audience, and make your engagement activities fun and interesting.

Simonh Woodward, the UK District Energy Association

Energy consumption for heut dominutes household energy bills
comjpured with electricul use. A big messuye from this discussion
wus that hedt isnt high enouygh up the agenda.

Hedt has been u priority for some. Ah example given wus the
implementution of district hedting on a domestic estate currently
supplied by ail. This project hud faced u humber of chullenyes

- hot leust guining ugreement from dll the purties involved. This

is especidlly frue given the need to sigh up to u lony term (20
yedr) heut supply ugreement und achieve u criticul muss to fund
the project: the decision is often u lifestyle choice as much us

ubout eherygy purchusing. Another group encountered public
procurement issues in developing g communul biomass system

to feed u humber of locul authority buildings. In both cuses u key
lesson was that having one or two anchor off-tukers was important.,
Otherissues include: heeding the dbility to pre-reyister for RHI in
the saume way us FITs; what is a fair price to puy for heat and where
the risk lies in financing; and, dedling with predictions of demand
that depend stronygly on weuther. An udvantage is reduced
maintenance. With dll these yuestions and issues one thing is clear:
a forum for communities to share their experience would be highly
beneficial.

Let’s get heat on the agenda - we need a Community Heat Conferencel

Kevin Freu, Hulton Lunhe Hydro Ltd.

Many groups und locul authorities around the countries have sought to auttract und spend Energy Compuny Obligation (ECO) funding.
This discussion recognised that it hasn’t always been eusy and, drawing on the experience of the groups, collected the following

recommendutions:

o Start small becuuse there is a ledarning curve and it is important not to overpromise

e The EPC is vitul becuuse funding rests on carbon reductions

o Working with local authorities brings the credibility of their brand and cun help to enguyge householders.

their offer and whether it is chunying
o Installers are potential dllies

Try to tulk to the Heud of ECO ut the utilities you ure enguying und keep talking to them us the project develops in order to be cleur on

More advice for groups on how to make the most of ECO is needed



Rey Plutt, Institute for Public Policy Reseurch

As eherygy generation becomes more loculised through
renewdbles und district hedting there is growing interest in the
opportunity for enerygy to be supplied directly to local residents.
At the sume time, many consumers, including high proportions
of the poor und vulheruble, ure puying too Much becuuse they
dont enguge in the energy market by switching. Extremely low

cohsumer trust in energy compunies is a key burrier to switching.

Could locul authorities und community energy groups become
enhyguyed in the activity of selling eneryy to their local residents?

A community energy turiff linked to a locul renewuble
development could spreud the benefits of the development
around the community, helping to secure community support

It is happening and it is achievable, stick with it!

Stephen Cirell, Stephen Cirell Consultancy Ltd

The role und benefits for local authorities in community
eherygy hasn’t yet been set out clearly enouyh.

Presenting the benefits is important becuuse in resource
construined times, locul authorities often face a

choice between delivering projects on their owh estute
themselves, rather than helping community schemes.

For exumple community schemes ure likely o enjoy more locul
support, und community eneryy could help locul authorities act

for developments. The possibility of redlising cost savings

from this model wus ruised. Local authorities und community
groups mauy be uble reuch out to those who don’t switch due
fo their strony locul presence und frusted relationships with
residents. Severdl locul authorities were uctively exploring

an eneryy supply role, uttracted by generating un income
stfream. There were concerns regurding expense und
complexity of the junior electricity supply licence (licence-
lite). The *Ovo Communities’ proposition, in which Ovo Energy
parther with community organisutions to set up locul energy
compunies, und take on responsibility for complex operations
like tfrading and billing, wus seen to offer a half-way house.

oh fuel poverty. Locul uuthorities could help to empower more
deprived ureus to tuke udvuntuyge of community eneryy.

Confusion regarding the role of locul authorities and communities
arises becuuse they are referred to collectively, but euch cun
have very different roles und ways of delivering decentrulised
eheryy. Purthership working is ut the heurt of the locul authority
role. Success ut Plymouth Energy Community is due to buy in

from ull key players. It wus politicully driven but the community
felt in control: so there wus a drive from both sides.

Investment in education and training of councillors/senior officer in local authorities.

Robert Rubinowitz, CEO, Pure Ledpfroy

Action oh two fronts is heeded to muke more projects finuncedble. The finuhce industry heeds educuting away from the fear of the
“community energy gyroup” and u cleur roadmup is heeded on how community energy groups become investment reudy. There is
guidunce avdiluble on investment reudiness but more is heeded to support d joined up journey for communities. A detdiled checklist

would be helpful.

A lack of key skills in community groups is a barrier. Attendees sugyested the following way to generate engugement und yget these skills

into your group:

e Public events, running your own and having u presence at events run by other organisations

e Some yroups put uds in locul pupers.

¢ Join forces! Twih with more experience groups or creute “mother co-ops” in which 10 or so groups share skills and this can help with
the administration required over the lifetime of a community energy project (e.g. 20 yedrs).

A roadmap to investment readiness is needed for community energy groups



Robert Cheesewright, DECC

Smart Energy GB, un independent orgunisution, hus been tusked there may dlso be concerns ubout infrusiveness if the data
with building enthusiasm for, and educuating people in the use of, protections are not properly explauined.
smart meters.

Community groups could have d role to play in maximising the
Currently muny consumer und community groups have little benefits for locul people. Indeed, this could be essential fo the
understunding of the technoloyy, their cupubilities und purpose. success of smaurt meters. The meters could be un engugement
While one uttendee did not ugree with the merits of the in- tool with schools und their pupils und contributors ruised hopes
home display: "l huve everything | heed on my computer”, other that neighbours and streets could collectively compete with one
contributors were excited ubout the potential for energy saving another. The discussion dlso mentioned potential for confusion over
from smart meter use. The benefits of smart meters are hear-redl- standing chuarges und they could clouk one’s actudl level of eneryy
time eneryy use display, enabling enerygy-savings, und direct saving.

cohnections to suppliers, for uccurate billing und faster switching,

More information about smart metering in the home is needed and community organisations have a big role to play

An issue for community groups is that outside of the early adopters:  hedting down. Using the right kind of messaging is redlly important
most people are not interested in saving energy und don’t want too: understand your audience und look like them (or ut leust like
to ‘return to the Middle Ages’. This was echoed by the experience  someohe they want fo listen to).
of members of this group who felt like they were *fighting the muss
marketing of wider society’ und that ‘some households will only Giviny people the tools or uchievuble (by them) next steps is
chunge when the builiff arrives’. necessary. Smart meters could be one of those tools. One tool

for the communicators themselves may be “Yes! 50 secrets from
It was agreed though that people do chunge dll the fime und that  the science of persuusion”, u book recommended during the
it is finding the right trigyers for different people that matters. Inthe  discussion. In terms of the locul authority, one authority was quoted
sume wuy, hot il messuyes ure suituble for everyone —e.g. one us ullowiny people fo borrow LED lumps to test in their home.
cunnot tell the elderly and those with a chronic iliness to turn the

Know your audience - touch a nerve

Lisa Ashford, Ethex & Goring und Streatley Community Energy

The buirriers to investment in renewubles vary depending on whether we ure tulking ubout biyg investors, ‘high-net-worth'’s, people who
have other kinds of investments und those who have hever invested beyond regular savings products.
Issues raised in this discussion included:

e |uck of understunding of these type of investments;

o |oss of tux relief (EIS) und liquidity (shures hot beiny fraduble);

o commMmunicuting/munuying relutionships with both small und lurge scule investors;
e uccessibility fo mass market;

o whether fuctors such us uge, yender or buckground mude u difference.

It was thouyght that councils could play d role by providing louns to projects which uadds credibility fo community yroups seeking
investments from the public. A good example of where this has been successful is for Plymouth Energy Community Renewdbles. It was
recoyhised thut some councils might feel uncomfortuble if it seemed they were recommending un investment. Finuncial advisors (IFAs)
could play un important role if they are brought up to speed on the benefits of some of the community energy projects. Communicuting
with different types of investors in different ways is essentidl if u group waunts make their offer uccessible to the generdl public.

Lack of awareness and the loss of tax relief are the top two issues to address



Grahum Ayling, Energy Savings Trust

The Community Energy Strategy provides the context und
mundute for enguying communities on enerygy planning in order
for everyohe to take udvantage of the opportunity associated
with district heuting, the demand for other forms of locul energy
generution und the chunce to influence the energy supply
network. The chullenye is in connecting community groups

with locul authorities and in particular to the planning process.
The Nutionul Plunning Policy Framework for England sets out an
expectution that local authorities should have d positive strategy
onh renewdubles und community energyy.

The discussion reflected un expectation that this should be
reflected in the Neighbourhood Plun - but there is little experience

Top down, bottom up

Andrew Enebe, Eneryy Donwell und Stephen Edwurds, Brent Council

[t's important to consider how you want the community group to
work and then seek a suituble funding model. More guidance on
the models used so fur would ullow communities to weigh up the
fros und cohs in their own context. Repowering London/ Brixton and
Plymouth were held up us good examples of community funding

in fuel poor ureus und Oxford’s Low Curbon Hub CIC yot u positive
mention for providing technicul ussistunce und cup ex funding up
front.

Crowd fundiny, such as the Donhwell platform, have an uppedl due
to the possibility to reach u lurge audience, but it wus thought that
it is more effective to enguye directly with the locul community.

Know what you want to get. Don't let the platform drive you.

Putrick Allcorn, DECC

Getting u heut hetwork off the ground is difficult due to the extent
of infrastructure costs involved. The role of locdl authorities might be
to help with this, but there are procurement issues und complaints
that local authorities ‘stedl” projects that community groups have
tee’ed up. There hus only been one community share offer on a
biomuss boiler und while muny schools have invested in biomauss
boilers, they cun’t benefit from the Renewduble Hedt Incentive (RHI).

Other concerns ruised related to the loss of the Enterprise
Investment Scheme tax relief and RHI pre-registration causing
uncertainty and delay; understanding the heat load and

with this so far. Corhwall was held up as an exemplar of bringing
forward guidunce on community energy in planning policy.

Distribution hetwork operators cun engage well with community
groups, but they can’t invest in preparation for delivery of a
scheme. Early engagement between dll involved may enuble

a smoother journey by beinhg more strateyic und identifying
opportunities that work for dll involved. A grid colluboration service
can inform planning decisions and develop joint aupplications.

A community group from Cumbria were considered u yood
exumple. They yot LEAF funding und started to look ut deploying
a ranye of renewubles und ure upprouching self-sufficiency in
electricity.

Schemes that dllow unyone to invest u small amount often still rely
on larger chunks of investment in order to operate. Other points
ruised were whether it is possible to focus on u puarticulur geogruphy
and whether there are any issues for trusts or locul authorities due to
the mechanism for subscription.

Renewdble eneryy projects huve u cleurer business model for
investment but many would like to prioritise eneryy efficiency
finunce. Examples such us the Energy Saving Co-op have not
survived however and the high interest rates associuted with the
Green Deul are u barrier. Groups working with schools and local
authorities could consider SALIX.

identifying who you will sell to; recognising that a longer leud time
is needed for the equipment und instullation is More complex than
solar pv; und the stundurd confracts avdiluble for electricity aren’t
in place for heut.

Despite these difficulties it was recognised that there is u financial
returnund developments thut would help going forwards included:
a forum to share knowledye ubout best practice und lessons
ledarned; support for communities us well as local authorities; aund a
guaranteed tariff for community hedt projects.

It’'s new and communities need additional support with the learning that needs to be done.



June Wildblood, Buth & NE Somerset Council

Buth and West Community Energy und Buth & North Eust Somerset
Council spent two years working together to convince local
authority decision-makers to invest, even with strong political support
for the ideu in principle. It is cleur that the cuse for local authority
investment is being made und progressing differently across the UK
und it would be good to shdre experiences.

The muin chullenye is how to persuude locul authorities that it is not
u mussive risk, but u redl opportunity. Often cited barriers, such as
State Aid or procurement, heed to be uhderstood, but should not be
prohibitive issues.

It is important to distinguish pension funds, which generdlly need

bigger investment projects but can come from anywhere in UK, as
compuared fo locul authorities, which cun access Public Works Lodn
Bourd. The lutter may be simpler to get info community energy.

In Buth, they wuaited until projects were on the yground und dlso

had convincing investment from SSE. In Plymouth, there wus strony
political will behind supporting u co-op orgunisution.

Although efforts were heeded in muking the business cuse, there
wus ho more than nhormal due diligence und un expectution that
next time it will be eusier. Oxford’s investment happened reldtively
quickly und wus greutly uided by the investment reudiness process
that Low Carbon Hub had undertaken.

We need more formal versions of this workshop to demonstrate the interest and support.

Leo Murray, Back Bulcombe aund Emilia Melville, BuroHapppold Engineering/University of Surrey

Direct supply and locdal tariffs are the Holy Grdil for community
eherygy becuuse uffordubility is central fo how people enguyge with
eneryy but there is ho obvious way to do this yet. Tariffs could tuke
mauny forms. For example time of duy use incentivize time-of-use
switching und more efficient delivery of electricity. “Sunshine” tariffs
charge less during daylight hours which, in combination with solar
v become the best time to use uppliunces or charge electric
vehicles.

As fuel poverty is defined on the busis of income, it might be
possible to identify those in fuel poverty and offer lower rates to

The potential benefits are high, but how do we do it?

them. Those in fuel poverty offen haven't switched supplier and/

or dre on pre-puid meters aund suppliers muke u greater margin, So
in theory it ought to be possible to provide cheuper offers in a hot-
for-profit model especidlly if marketing and customer acquisition
costs were lower. Rising block turiffs that muke consumption below
d certain ufforduble, pendlising those who use large amounts of
eneryy, where the user puys less for the first few units of energy they
use than the next “block” would hot be economicdally viable for any
supplier under the current system. However fime-of-use tariffs will be
vidble once smart meter technoloyy is more common.

Chris Church (Community Environment Associutes) and Ross Weddle (Green Community Buildings)

Alonyg with well-known environmental aund economic benefits of
community eneryy this group listed wider impucts such us improved
well-being und hedlth, skill-building, improved community cohesion
and increused sociul cupital,

Repowering London and Bath and West CE are examples that have
highlighted their socidl impuacts, but no one was aware of energy-
related exumples for which tools such us Sociul Auditing hud been
used.

The gyeoyruphy of the impucts may dlso be helpful to consider (e.y.
immediute, wider und hational/ global impacts). A busic set of

common meusures thut community energy groups could use thut
daren’t too resource intensive would be useful fo present ulongside
u nurrative for the harder to yuantify impacts. The uudience

that needs to be convinced is broud: locul councils/plunning
committees, hutiondl government, investors, sociul development
agencies (e.g. heulth) und communities themselves.

Developiny u cleur picture (with solid evidence) of the wider
impuacts of CE will need proper funded work, probdbly in
cooperution with universities und reseurch ugencies. A detuiled
write up of this discussion is uvuiluble on the OxFutures website.

We need to; learn from existing work on social audit, adapt it to CE needs, find resources to trial this.
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“The power to change
our energy future is in
your hands”

Secretary of Stute for Eneryy und Climute Chunye:
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